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however, these classes must continue to depend on nomination
to secure them adequate representation. It would be futile
to attempt this by merging them in the general Hindu electo-
rates. No practical extension of electorates could either
confer franchise on anything but very small sections of the
depressed classes or give them the slightest hope of securing
the return of their candidates to the legislature. They would
never in any case consent to what means for them political
annihilation. Any statements to the contrary may be safely
ignored. The object must be to frame a constitution in which
these communities will find a place and a voice by direct
representation however provided.
21.  We now come to the main body of those who follow
the Hindu faith.   And here exist two distinct lines of cleavage.
There is the antagonism between the Brahman community and
the mass of .the non-Brahman communities.    They are both
combined in the general electorates, but by the system of
reserved seats the non-Brahmans are assured of twenty-eight
representatives.    The result of the last three elections has
shown that such a device is quite unnecessary.    The vast
majority of Hindu voters belong to the great non-Brahman
castes.   Even without such a device  the number of non-
Brahman members of the Council would not fall short of such
a -minimum, and if in future a constituency should prefer to
be represented by a Brahman it must be regarded as a deli-
berate choice to negative which there could be no justification.
The reservation of the seats may therefore disappear, and,
with it, plural constituencies.
22.  In the opinion of the Madras Government the time
has not come for any extension of the franchise.   The powers
conferred on the people at present demand an electorate that
is capable of understanding the value and use of the vote.
If further powers are to be given .and the province made truly
self-governing, this necessity becomes even greater.    Tliere
has been since the advent of the Beforms no such chango in
the economic or educational condition of the'people as would
render any lowering of the franchise either desirable or neces-
sary.   The question is to what extent the political digestion
of the presidency has assimilated the immense extension of
the franchise offered to it in 1920..   Koughly speaking, every
holder or lease-holder of land paying Rs, 10, or Ifi shilling*',
as assessment or rent secured the "franchise as did those resid-
ing in municipalities included in rural constituencies who paid
a total of Rs. 3 a year under the main municipal taxes.   Even
for India that is a low qualification, so far as such facts are